
Tiny Bloodsucking Monsters 
A bulbous body lying in wait for an unsuspecting 

victim; eyeless head turned toward the path, arms out-
stretched, zombie-like, in patient anticipation of the warm, living creature from which it will 
feed.  The description sounds a bit like something from a bad science fiction horror movie, 
doesn’t it?  It’s a deer tick, actually.  And, while the deer tick is certainly a little creepy, unfor-
tunately, it’s not science fiction. 

Not only is the deer tick an unpleasant parasite, taking its blood meal from pets and 
owners alike, it is also a carrier of the most common tick-borne infection, Lyme disease.  
Lyme is an infection of the tissues, causing soreness in most cases and, in severe cases, can 
lead to kidney failure and sometimes death.  Just one bite from a tick can transmit Lyme dis-
ease to a dog or human, so even if you live in a low risk area for ticks, it’s a good idea to know 
the symptoms of Lyme and do what you can to prevent it. 

Lyme symptoms are sometimes difficult to detect, not only because they may come 
and go, but also because they can mimic the symptoms of other illnesses or conditions.  The 
most common symptoms are, in fact, relatively general.  They include fever, lethargy, lame-
ness and loss of appetite.  Rather broad symptoms, huh?  To make matters more difficult, 
symptoms may not present themselves until several months after the initial bite.  The preva-
lence of Lyme disease in the Pennsylvania and Maryland area, however, ensures that your 
veterinarian will be actively diagnosing or ruling out Lyme in cases presenting these symp-
toms. 

Lyme disease is frequently diagnosed in the state of Pennsylvania, with over 43,000 
reported cases since 2008.  Presently, only Massachusetts surpasses Pennsylvania in the 
number of positive reported cases in the United States.  High tick populations are one of the 
factors contributing to the rise of Lyme disease, with warm winters lengthening the ticks’ 
feeding season and increasing the chances of both pets and humans contracting Lyme.  With 
the odds quickly stacking up in favor of the ticks, what’s a responsible pet owner to do? 

Like most health conditions, “an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.”  
Though most cases of Lyme can be treated with a round of antibiotics, routine prevention is 
the best course of action.  Monthly application of a reliable and safe tick repellent topical is a 
good first line of defense against Lyme disease.  Brands such as Frontline and Vectra 3D are 
good choices.  Occasionally ticks will attach to your pet anyway, so check for ticks daily and 
remove them immediately.  Infection can occur after 24 hours, so this routine is vital to the 
prevention of Lyme.  If you have trouble removing ticks without breaking the head off, try 
the tool Ticked Off.  Many people find this is the key to easy tick removal. 

Regular screening and annual vaccination are also steps to consider when develop-
ing a prevention plan.  If your dog routinely visits areas where ticks are abundant, such as 
parks or wooded areas, you may want to vaccinate your pet against Lyme disease.  Ask your 
veterinarian about starting the vaccination series.  Of course, no vaccination can protect with 
complete efficacy.  Routine screening with a simple blood test may catch Lyme disease be-
fore symptoms begin to affect your dog. 

Developing a prevention strategy is the number one way to ward off Lyme disease 
and the blood-sucking pests that carry it.  For additional, reliable information about Lyme 
and other tick-borne diseases, visit dogsandticks.com for interactive learning. 
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Heartworm Facts 

 It takes five to seven 
months from the time a 
dog is bitten by infected 
mosquitoes until a 
blood test can accurate-
ly detect the presence 
of adult worms.  

 Heartworms have been 

found in all 50 states.  

 Heartworm disease 

may cause a combina-
tion of medical prob-
lems within the same 
dog, including heart, 
lung, kidney and liver 
disease.  

 In dogs, the worms may 

live for up to 7 years.  

 Heartworm is a difficult-
to-treat and potentially 
fatal disease in dogs 
and cats.  

 They can grow up to 12 

inches long.  

 The American Heart-
worm Society has re-
ported some 250,000 
dogs being found in-
fected each year in the 
United States. 

 Heartworm preventives 

work backwards- in 
other words they kill 
what infected your dog 
up to 7-8 weeks before. 
After this time the 
larvae change form and 
become resistant to the 
preventive.    

 The American Heart-
worm Society recom-
mends year-round 
protection. 

 

**Information from The 
American Heartworm Society 

 

Heartworm Disease 
By: Dr. Doug Schmidt 

    Heartworm disease is a disease that is transmitted by a 
mosquito, and we are in prime time mosquito season right 
now. 

            A dog that has heartworm disease has little microscopic worms in its blood.  
When a mosquito takes a blood meal from an infected dog, it sucks up those little 
guys, and then when it feeds off the next dog, it injects them back into that dog’s 
body.  They circulate in the dog’s body until they get trapped in the lungs, and then 
grow back into the heart.  There they basically clog up the chambers of the heart so 
they can’t fill with blood properly.  This causes the heart to work harder and harder 
which can lead to heart failure and ultimately death.  If the disease is caught early 
enough, by a blood test done at your veterinarian office, it can be treated. However it 
is very expensive, and the dog can still actually die during the treatment itself. 

            So we like to first do that blood test to make sure they don’t have the disease, 
then give them a special medication once a month. This is so that when they do get 
bitten by a mosquito carrying the disease, it will kill the worms in their earliest stages 
before they get a chance to injure the heart and cause death.  This pill can save your 
pet’s life. 

            Also, another advantage of some of the heartworm disease preventative medi-
cations is that they will also kill the intestinal parasites that you mentioned, and one 
can even help control fleas from getting into your house. 

            So if you don’t have your dog on a heartworm preventative now, you should get 
him to your veterinarian right away to be tested, and then discuss which preventative 
will be best for your dog. 

I Found a Baby Bird 
      “I found a baby bird. What should I do?” is a frequent call received at our veterinary clinic 
come Spring. You may be surprised that we’ll probably recommend to do “Nothing”. Why? 
Because you would be interfering with a natural process. Baby birds, such as (American) Rob-
ins, even birds of prey i.e. owls and hawks, leave the nest before they can fly. They will have a 
mix of down and feathers. Their parents will support 
them from the ground, responding to their cries. What 
you CAN do is keep children, cats and dogs AWAY. 

      If you happen to find a nestling (you will see lots of 
skin between feathers, or if bird of prey it will be all 
down), it is ok to return it to its nest if you can reach it. 
Touching it will NOT make the mother abandon it. 
Birds in general have a relatively poor sense of smell. 
Not every bird that hatches will survive. Multiple eggs are laid so hopefully at least ONE will 
make it! As harsh as this sounds, other wildlife are dependent on baby birds as a food source 
and means of survival.  

      Birds, with only a few exceptions, ie. The starling, house sparrow and pigeon, are protected 
by state and federal laws. If you find a baby bird, owl, or hawk that truly requires medical assis-
tance, our office can provide you with contact information for the appropriate licensed wildlife 
rehabilitator.    



  

 

 

 

 

 

By:  Dr. Doug Schmidt 

 Hyperthermia, or “heat stroke,” is a common con-
sequence that can be fatal to any pet left inside a car when 
it’s warm out. The temperature inside a car can increase by 
30-40 degrees within an hour, and 75% of that is within the 
first 5-10 minutes…even with the windows lowered 2-3 
inches! 

 A dog’s body temperature is normally around 
101.5 degrees. It can soar to >105 very quickly, which is 
when serious damage begins to occur. As you may already 
know, a dog does not sweat through its skin like we do. 
They get rid of their excess heat by panting and in small 
amounts through their foot pads. This is obviously not as 
efficient as our system. This quickly elevates the internal 
body temperature and starts to injure all the internal sys-
tems and organs.  If not stopped quickly, permanent dam-
age or even death may occur. 

 Signs to look for are excessive panting and sali-
vating, very bright gums/tongue, and of course collapse or 
unconsciousness. 

 If you suspect heat stroke, first of all get them out 
of the heat. Apply cool cloths or lukewarm water to the 
pet.  DO NOT use very cold or iced water. This will con-
strict the blood vessels and prevent the heat from escap-
ing from their body, making things even worse. Put them 
near a fan, offer water but do not force them to drink, and 
get them to the vet STAT! 

 There is no specific treatment for heat stroke it-
self, except to lower the body temperature, but there may 
be other internal damages that need immediate attention, 
like shock, and respiratory, heart, and kidney failure. 
Sometimes this is reversible, but many times it is not; they 
may suffer this for the rest of their lives. Sometimes they 
even die. This can all happen very rapidly, so time is of the 
essence in getting them to the vet hospital. 

 I hope this helps you and others reading this arti-
cle to understand heat stroke a little better, and hopefully 
prevent any unnecessary illness or death from a complete-
ly preventable condition. 

     Keep cool, and have a great summer. 

Heat StrokeHeat Stroke  

  

PVH Kids Club 

Upcoming Events 

August  11th—Red Lion Street Fair 

Sept. 16th — Pet Loss Support Group 

Sept. 22nd—Dog Days in the Park 

Oct. 29—Red Lion Halloween Parade 

             This past June we hosted our 3rd 

Kids Club meeting and we had a great 

time learning about how animals can 

help us in every day activities.   

KPets joined us and brought many 

amazing therapy dogs. The kids got to 

meet them and asked questions about 

them. 

Brando from  YARPD  demonstrated his 

on the job duties by attacking  our very 

own, (well protected) Dr. Kevin Schmidt. 

PVH Kids Club at LJM School May 2012 



Patton veterinary Hospital 
425 East Broadway 
Red Lion, PA 17356 

 

Dogs have three eyelids. 

The third lid, called a nicti-

tating membrane or 

“haw,” keeps the eye lubri-

cated and protected.  

 

i ds or ner Local Shelters 
 

York County SPCA 
(717)764-6109 

www.ycspca.org 

Dog Socializing  

Saturday August 18th 2-3pm 

Animal Rescue Inc. 
(717)993-3232 

www.animalrescueinc.org 

Adoption Event 

Saturday August 18th 10 - 2 pm  

Tractor Supply  Shrewsbury, PA 

 
See websites for wish lists 

 

Animal Poison Control 
1-888-426-4435 

www.petpoisonhelpline.com 


